
Greenhouse gas 
(ghg) accounting

What is GHG Accounting?

GHG accounting is the process of measuring, tracking and managing the greenhouse gas emissions produced by a 

company’s operations, including their value chain. These emissions are categorised into three groups:

 Scope 1: Direct emissions from sources owned or controlled by the company (e.g., fuel combustion in company vehicles, 

emissions from on-site production facilities).

 Scope 2: Indirect emissions from purchased electricity, steam, heating and cooling.

 Scope 3: Indirect emissions occurring in the upstream and downstream value chain, such as supplier activities, 

product use, transportation and waste disposal.

The benefits of measuring your GHG emissions?

Business insights

GHG accounting 

uncovers inefficiencies 

and patterns, enabling 

smarter decisions and 

better resource 
allocation

Cost-saving 
opportunities

Pinpointing emission 

hotspots helps 

optimise processes, 

reduce energy use, 

and cut operational 

costs

Compliance with 
(future) regulations

Proactively measuring 

emissions ensures 

regulatory 

compliance, avoids 

fines and maintains 

competitiveness

Supply chain 
resilience and 

future-proofness

Understanding supply 

chain emissions helps 

mitigate climate 

risks and strengthen 

long-term stability

Stakeholder 
expectations and 
brand reputation

Transparency in emissions 

builds trust, attracts talent 

and meets growing 

demands from stakeholders 

such as banks, 

governments, customers 

and employees

How to get started with GHG Accounting?

Implementing GHG accounting requires a structured approach to ensure accurate measurement and reporting. 

This can be a challenging process, as it involves collecting new data, learning calculation methods and adopting new 

tools. To simplify this journey, you can count on BDO's clear and pragmatic approach tailored to your organisation's 

specific needs. The key steps include:

 Step 1: Defining organisational and operational 

boundaries

 Step 2: Identifying emission sources

 Step 3: Collecting eata

 Step 4: Calculating emissions & converting 

to CO₂-equivalents

Get started today

Want to explore how GHG accounting can benefit your business? Interested in setting up GHG Accounting for your 

organisation but don’t know where to start? 

Contact our experts: Sander Moeys (sander.moeys@bdo.be) & Jo Vissers (jo.vissers@bdo.be).
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